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EXECUTIVE  REORGANIZATION  ORDER  14-^1        "^k^FfW^T 

Executive  Reorganization  Order  Implementing  the  Department'o'f  * 
Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  Pursuant  to  the  Executive 
Reorganization  Act  of  1971. 


Under  the  Executive  Reorganization  Act  of  1971  (Laws  of 
Montana,  1971,  Chapter  272),  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  sign 
executive  orders  implementing  the  various  chapters  of  the  Act. 

THEREFORE,  I,  FORREST  K.  ANDERSON,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Montana,  pursuant  to  the  authority  invested  in  m.e ,  order  that: 

1.  Chapter  15  (Sections  82A-1501  through  82A-1511)  of  the 
Executive  Reorganization  Act  of  1971,  providing  for  the  creation 
of  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  shall 
be  effective  December  20,  1971. 

2.  From  and  after  December  20,  1971,  the  Department  and 
its  functions  shall  be  organized,  supervised,  administered,  and 
executed  pursuant  to  the  Executive  Reorganization  Act  of  19  71, 
the  Constitution,  other  statutes  of  the  state,  and  the  reorgani- 
zation plan  (dated  December  10,  1971)  prepared  and  submitted 

by  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  Task 
Force. 

3.  This  executive  order  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any 
judicial  or  administrative  proceeding  pending  or  which  could  have 
been  commenced  before  the  date  of  the  order,  and  the  department 

or  unit  which  succeeds  to  the  functions  of  an  agency  transferred 
or  retained  by  this  order  shall  be  substituted  as  a  party  in 
interest. 

4.  The  Department's  organization  charts  and  descriptions 
of  major  programs  are  appended  to  this  order.   However,  the 
Secretary  of  State  need  not  send  the  charts  and  descriptions  of 
major  programs  to  those  persons  named  in  Section  6  of  the  Executive 
Reorganization  Act  as  a  part  of  this  order. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  GREAT 
SEAL  of  the  State  of  Montana  this 
Seventeenth  day  of  December, 
in  the  year  of  our  LORD,  One 
Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
one. 


ATTEST : 


•Secretary  of   State  f~ 


-    ,?P—r-rk~Ctf. 
FORREST   H. 
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RSOM ,    Governor/ 
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MAJOR  PROGRAMS 

I 
Centralized  Services  Program  j 

Description:   The  Centralized  Services  Program  will  perform  general  and 
fiscal  administrative  support  functions  for  the  department.   The  activities 
carried  out  will  include  purchasing,  information  and  education,  legal 
services,  cartography,  copying  and  mailing,  systems  analysis,  accounting, 
budgeting,  payroll,  personnel,  revenue  collection  and  audit,  statistics 
and  reports,  and  records  management.   (Certain  administrative  personnel  of 
other  divisions  of  the  Department  will  be  transferred  to  this  Division 
after  the  Department  is  activated.) 

Authority:   Title  82A,  Chapters  1  and  15;  Title  89,  Chapters  1,  3,  29,  and 
34;  Title  76,  Chapter  1;  Title  46,  Chapter  23;  Title  81,  Chapters  14,  15,  16, 
and  22;  Title  28,  Chapters  1  and  4,  R.  CM.  1947. 
Division  Responsible:   Centralized  Services  Division 

Water  Resources  Research  and  Planning  Program 

Description:   The  primary  function  of  this  program  will  be  the  preparation 
of  a  statewide  multiple-use  water  resource  plan,  which  will  involve  the  follow- 
ing  activities:   data  collection  and  storage,  data  retrieval  and  analysis, 
feasibility  studies,  water  resource  surveys,  river  basin  studies,  regional 
planning  and  economic  projections.   Weather  modification  and  conservancy 
district  studies  will  be  additional  functions  of  this  program. 
Authority:   Title  89,  Chapters  1,  3,  and  29,  R.  CM.  1947 
Division  Responsible:   Water  Resources  Division 
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Water  Resources  Engineering  Program 

Description:   The  Water  Resources  Engineering  Program  will  carry  out 
the  following  functions:   field  project  supervision,  operation  and 
maintenance  of  field  projects,  engineering  assistance,  ground  water 
administration,  surface  water  rights  administration,  hydrology  (stream 
measurements)  and  implementation  of  the  Flood  Plain  Management  Act  of 

1971. 

Authority:   Title  89,  Chapters  1  and  29,  R.C.M.  1947 
Division  Responsible:   Water  Resources  Division 

State  Forest  Land  Management  Program 


Description:   The  primary  function  of  this  program  will  be  the  proper 

management  of  state-owned  school  lands  which  involve  forest  resources. 

The  following  activities  will  be  included:   timber  sales  administration, 

reforestation,  stand  improvement,  hazard  reduction,  portable  sawmill 

licensing,  development  of  special  and  recreational  uses,  scaling  and 

rights-of-way. 

Authority:  Title  28,  Chapters  1  and  4,  R.C.M.  1947;  Title  31,  Chapters 

14  and  15,  R.C.M.  1947 

Division  Responsible:  Forestry  Division 
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Cooperative  Forest  Management  Program 

Description:   The  primary  function  of  this  program  will  be  to  administer 
activities  designed  to  protect  and  develop  private  forest  resources  in  the 
state.   These  activities  will  include  farm  service  forestry,  forest  pest 
control  and  coordination,  hazard  reduction,  reforestation,  stand  improve- 
ment, forest  tree  distribution,  and  recreational  planning. 
Authority :   Title  28,  Chapters  1  and  4,  R.C.M.  1947;  Title  81,  Chapter  14, 
R.C.M.  1947 
Division  Responsible:   Forestry  Division 

Fire  Protection  Program 

Description:   The  function  of  the  Fire  Protection  program  will  be  to  obtain 
economical,  efficient,  and  acceptable  protection  from  fire  damage  to  state 
and  privately  owned  land  resources.   The  activities  performed  to  carry  out 
this  function  will  include  enforcement  of  fire  protection  laws,  coordination 
of  the  efforts  of  private,  state  and  federal  fire  control  agencies,  assistance 
to  counties  in  the  development  of  adequate  fire  control,  enforcement  of  the 
state  Slash  Law,  pre-suppression  planning,  fire  control  training,  fire  sup- 
pression planning  and  coordination,  fire  reports  and  damage  appraisals. 
Authority :   Title  28,  Chapters  1  and  4,  R.C.M.  1947;  Title  81,  Chapter  14, 

R.C.M.  1947 

•i 

Division  Responsible:   Forestry  Division 
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Cooperative  Projects  Program 

Description:   The  primary  function  of  this  program  is  the  administration  of 
the  following  cooperative  projects:   rural  area  development,  forest  tree 
nursery  operation,  Swan  River  Youth  Forest  Camp,  agricultural  conservation 
program,  forest  taxation,  forest  products  utilization,  fire  prevention,  Keep 
Montana  Green,  Green  Thumb,  Montana  Conservation  Council,  and  Woodland  Council. 
Authority :   Title  28,  Chapters  1  and  4,  R.C.M.  1947;  Title  81,  Chapter  14, 
R.C.M.  1947 
Division  Responsible :   Forestry  Division 


Grass  Conservation  Program 

Description:   The  Grass  Conservation  program  will  be  designed  to  conserve, 
protect,  restore,  and  properly  utilize  the  grass,  forage,  and  range  resources 
of  the  state.   The  primary  activity  of  the  Grass  Conservation  program  will  be 
to  supervise  and  coordinate  the  formation  and  operation  of  the  various  grazing 
districts  incorporated  under  the  Grass  Conservation  Act. 
Authority :   Title  46,  Chapter  23,  R.C.M.  1947 
Division  Responsible:   Conservation  Districts  Division 


r 
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State  Rangeland  Resource  Planning  Program 

Description:   This  program  will  be  designed  to  develop  and  implement  a  state 

rangeland  utilization  plan.   The  plan  will  be  designed  to  provide  maximum 

forage  for  livestock  and  habitat  for  wildlife,  to  conserve  and  produce  water, 

to  provide  pollution  and  erosion  control,  to  provide  recreational  areas,  to 

enhance  natural  beauty,  to  provide  for  community  development,  and  to  provide 

for  urban  and  industrial  areas. 

Authority:   Title  76,  Chapter  1,  R.C.M.  1947 

Division  Responsible:   Conservation  Districts  Division 
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Soil  Conservation  Program 

Description:   The  goal  of  this  program  will  be  to  foster  c 
proper  management  of  land  by  providing  supervision  and  ast 
and  water  conservation  districts  and  their  cooperators. 
the  program  will  include  assisting  and  advising  soil  and  • 
tion  districts,  coordinating  the  programs  of  several  dis1. 
advice  and  consultation,  securing  the  cooperation  and  as: 
agencies  and  other  state  agencies,  and  disseminating  pub", 
throughout  the  state  concerning  the  activities  of  the  co 
Authority :   Title  76,  Chapter  1,  R.C.M.  1947;   Public  La- 
Soil  Conservation  and  Domestic  Allotment  Act,  Chapter  10-'.. 
Division  Responsible:   Conservation  Districts  Division 

Watershed  Planning 

Description:   The  function  of  this  program  will  be  to  ace 
and  related  resource  development  under  watershed  projectr 
thereby  improving  overall  economic  growth  through  flood  pxiv; 
cultural  and  municipal  water  storage,  improvement  water  mn  *  . .. . 
recreational  and  wildlife  developments.   The  duties  of  the  ps\. 
elude  processing  project  applications,  planning  approved  pr  , 
utilizing  available  funds  for  construction  of  watershed  pre  '  ci 
Authority:   Title  76,  Chapter  1,  R.C.M.  1947;  Public  Law  83-50* 
Division  Responsible:   Conservation  Districts  Division 
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Oil  and  Gas  Conservation  Program 


Description:   This  program  will  be  designed  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
oil  and  gas  resources  of  the  state  and  to  prevent  wasteful  practices  in 
the  recovery  of  such  resources.   The  activities  carried  out  will  include: 
classification  of  wells,  well  inspections  and  investigations,  establish- 
ment of  well  spacing  units  and  pooling  orders,  issuance  of  drilling  permits. 
care  depository,  engineering  studies,  and  statistical  compilation. 
Authority:   Title  60,  Chapter  1,  R.C.M.  1947 
Division  Responsible :   Oil  and  Gas  Conservation  Division 
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